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Year

1950
1951
1952
1953
1957

Official Rate (IRR/USD)

~32 IRR

~32 IRR (fixed)
~32 IRR (still fixed)
~32 IRR

75.75 IRR

Unofficial / Black Market
Estimate

~36—38 IRR
~40-45 IRR
~55-60 IRR
~70-80 IRR

Average annual inflation rate (1951-1953):
Estimated at 15% to 18% per year, possibly higher during specific months in

1952-1953.

Food prices rose sharply, with staple items like bread doubling in price in some

cities.

Clawson P, Sassanpour C. Adjustment to a Foreign Exchange Shock: Iran, 1951-1953. International Journal of Middle East Studies.
1987;19(1):1-22. doi:10.1017/5S0020743800031639
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TI00LE EASTERN HISTORY

The CIA's TPBEDAMN and
Stay-Behind Operations in Iran = [ O,

ik Gasiorowski | July 1. 2017 /
lark Gasiorowski | July 11, 201 X Cold Vi Intarnationi History Project

< Shers S P

Dr. Mark Gasiorowski details two key operations being run by the CIA in early 1950:
Foreign Relations of the United States series.

as revealed in the latest volume of the State Department's

PART OF MIDD®E EASTERN HISTORY

The CIA's TPBEDAMN and
Stay-Behind Operations in Iran
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Phase I: The Great Demonstration
28 Mordad/19 August 1953 6:00AM-10:30AM

I
Band of Ruffians:

‘ Tayeb and Taher Ha Foza
(300)

H‘useyn and Nagi Esmailpour
(300-400)

Mahmud Mesgar
‘ Byick Saber
1

Targets:
Tupkhaneh

= = Baharestan

- -k

Houses:

Bosaddeq

A Kashani
Behbahani

Tank Deployment and Entrapment

Phase III:
5:00AM-14:30PM

28 Mordad/19 August 1953

-0 Eshrat-Abad

SALTANATABAD

< 4

o N SabinaAcs

HUSEYNABAD

scale 1:22000

1 Saltanatabad: Under Colonel Nowzari's command,

24 tanks
2 Qasr: First Armoured Brigade,
Colonel Rostam Nowzari

Map 3

3 Eshratabad: Third Mountain Brigade,

Colonel Ashrati

Phase II:

10:00 - 11:00 Destruction of Soft Targets around Baharestan

11:30 - 15:00 Occupation of Ministeries and
Strategic Building in Ark and Tupkhaneh
/

|

‘Pohoemm
‘\Soldms y
& UndercoverAgents |

I
Occupied / Targets at Ark:
AGftice of Propaganda, Edareh tabliqat (12:00)
" Ministry of Interior (13:30)
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (13:30)

1
D Y ‘ Targets at
A {fan Party (10:00)
™ Karimpour Shirazi's dally Shouresh (10:15)
Fatemi's daily Bakhlav-le Emrouz (10:30-11:00)
Third Force Party/Nirouy-e Sevom (10:30-11:00)
Pan-Iranist Party (10:30-11:00)
. -
Occupied / Targets at Tupkhaneh:
% Town Hall (Shahrdari, 11:30)
) Telegraph Office (Telegraph Khaneh, 13:30)
Police Headquarters (Shahrebani, 14:00)
Military Police (Dejban 15:00)

The Injection of Armed Forces
28 Mordad/19 August 1953 10:00AM-15:00PM

Phase IV: Attaining the Targets

28 Mordad/19 August 1953

14:00 - 16:00 Tehran Radio Transmission Station

16:00 - 17:00 Zahedi Addresses the nation
14:00 - 19:00 Mosaddeq’s House

19:00 Mosaddeq escapes his House F e
e L T Iy~

14:00-19:00

and Under Cover Agents,

iy o

‘ khtmplhnmn

Fieyctan  Baharestan

ar-e Eshrat-Abag

~ I, )
Map 2 {

jan-e Eshrat-Abad

Map 4

HUSEYNABAD

scale 1:22,000
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FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1952-1954, IRAN, 1951-1954

48. Memorandum for the Record?

OPERATIONS IN IRAN

1. CIA is unable to affect the immediate political crisis in Iran, which can only be
resolved by diplomatic means. Our primary mission has been to counter Tudeh
Communist activities and awaken Iranian authorities to Communism’s dangers.
Activities in these directions met with conspicuous operational success in August. In
September, when the Tudeh was itself largely inactive, our agents concentrated upon
planning expanded operations and upon the acquisition of intelligence on Tudeh
plans and capabilities. Provided the immediate crisis is resolved, we can continue to
harass and ultimately nullify Communist activities in Iran. Within the framework of
our primary mission, our activities are:

a. [5 lines not declassified] These officials are cooperating with our agents who, in
turn, through penetration of the Tudeh, inform the police of Tudeh plans. We have
succeeded in discrediting the Communist among the labor elements at the important
Tehran tobacco factory, and have broken Tudeh'’s hold on Isfahan labor. As was
demonstrated by our operations during Ramadan, the Iranian clergy is a major anti-
Communist instrument. Accordingly, religious leaders have been mobilized to direct
feeling against the Tudeh during the holy month of Muharram (October). Moreover, a
“black” propaganda book (purporting to be a Soviet attack against Islam) has
written, published, and is being disseminated. Steps were also taken to meet expected
Tudeh demonstrations in October by counter-demonstrations.

b. Dur expanded psychological warfare program calls for expenditure of [less than 1
line not declassified] to purchase printing presses and set up a printing establishment
[3 lines not declassified ).

took place with the British in the field in Escape and Evasion planning, demolition,
and general stay-behind activities. Field surveys by air and road on E&E have been
undertaken. We have been in contact with leaders of the influential Qashgai tribe of

CONTENTS

Press Release

Preface

Sources

Abbreviations and Terms

Persons

b. Our expandedypsychological warfare p

Tran, 1951-1954

United States E
Mosadeq, February
1952 (Documents 1—

expenditure of [less than 1 line not declassified] to purchase

printing presses and set up a printing establishment [3 lines not
declassified].

The July 1952 Irania:
and Its Aftermath,
February 1953 {Docuw

The Aftermath of Operation TPAJAX,
September 1953-December 1954
{Documents 309—-375)
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